ME changes: effects on patient care delivery.
The Health Care Financing Administration consolidated Durable Medical Equipment (DME) processing into four regional DME carriers for Medicare. These four DMERCs Durable Medical Equipment Regional Carriers (DMERCs) will process claims more accurately, reduce variations in coverage decisions, and decrease the opportunities for fraud. Taken in its entirety, the DME regionalization process is a major step toward achieving nationally consistent expectations for quality of care.